ciently to require an up-to-date review of current practice.
The book is divided into four sectionsmanagement of the acute hand injury, late reconstructive procedures, injuries of the hand (such as burns), and other conditions of the hand (Dupuytren contracture, tumours, congenital deformities). The first two sections, covering 20 chapters, fill most of the book.
Both authors are experts in the field and balanced judgment is shown in their advice on many common conditions: the simple free skin graft is commended for finger-tip injuriesand practical evidence quoted in support. Not all conditions of the hand are as detailed as those of injuriessome are merely outlinedbut every chapter has about half a dozen references. Indeed, the discernment in choosing the references is one of the features of this volume.
In the hand, diagnosis of the extent of injury at the first consultation is of such importance that it immediately decides treatment, future management and ultimate disability: only nine pages are devoted to this aspect, and one would like to see this chapter expanded in a future edition.
Profusely illustrated by good quality photographs and line drawings, it can be highly recommended.
Structural Aspects of Ageing edited by Geoffrey H Boume pp viii +419 illustrated £6 6s
London: Pitman 1962 A discussion of the effects of ageing on tissues raises a profound question of semantics: should the inroads of diseases associated with ageing, such as osteoarthritis, be considered as separate from those of age itself ? If so, what if any are the 'pure' effects of increasing age and where do physiological changes become pathological?
In this book these problems are dealt with largely by omission. Thus there is no account of osteoarthritis or atherosclerosis. On the other hand, because of scarcity of information about the 'pure' results of ageing, some chapters are dissatisfying. Where facts are available, e.g. in the sections on the heart or teeth, the book is good.
The 22 chapters are written by genuine authorities in their respective fields and the book is well produced, although the quality of the photo-graphic illustrations is very variable. The index is adequate and the bibliographies at the end of the chapters are useful. The work is undoubtedly a valuable reference book for research workers. Like most of its type, it is expensive. Although the authors are primarily concerned with the diagnosis of pathological processes outside of the gastro-intestinal and genito-urinary tracts, considerable space is devoted to the radiological appearances of these contrast-filled organs in various positions of the body under normal conditions. The alterations produced in these structures by abnormal masses and tumours are then described, this section occupying more than two-thirds of the book.
The description and illustration of radiological anatomy is based not upon relationships found in the supine rigid cadaver, but rather on the concept of the mobility of the abdominal organs. The book also contains a description of additional methods of radiological examination employed in the diagnosis and localization of intra-abdominal tumours and masses. The radiographic reproductions and diagrams are excellent and well annotated, thus supplementing the lucidly written text. I strongly recommend all practising radiologists not only to have this splendid book on their shelves but also to read it. Pediatric Radiology by Lawrence A Davis MD Reprint of Chapter XV of Golden's Diagnostic Roentgenology pp 185 illustrated 72s Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins London: Bailire, Tindall & Cox 1961 This is an attempt at a brief summary of the whole of pediatric radiology. For its size the book contains a great deal of information. The text is easy to read and understand. The illustrations are of good quality and their meaning is usually clear. It seems a pity that the author has had to try to mention everything and has not been able to devote more attention to subjects of vital importance. A correct diagnosis ofHirschsprung's disease, for example, may be a life-saving measure. The brief account of aganglionic megacolon in this book would be of little help to anyone in making the diagnosis. There are only two illustrations and these give no indication of the characteristic radiological features of the disease. It gives one a shock to read that the delineation of
